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IAM flood advice for drivers

With more flooding predicted, the IAM (Institute of Advanced Motorists) has today (18
November) issued advice to drivers.

IAM Chief Examiner Peter Rodger said: "If the journey is unavoidable, motorists should
take extra precautions when dealing with severe surface conditions. Torrential rain brings
with it visibility problems as the car mists up in seconds."

Advice for motorists considering driving in flood conditions:

1. Don't go in if the water’s obviously too deep or flowing too quickly: consider an
alternative route.

2. If you have to drive through water try to drive in the highest section of the road
and don't set off if a vehicle is travelling in the opposite direction. Leave time and
space for each other, so you don't swamp other drivers.

3. Drive only fast enough to create a small bow wave in front of the vehicle - driving
at speed may be dangerous to other vehicles or pedestrians.

4. Keep going once you have started - make sure you have a clear run, put the car
into first gear, keep the revs high and set off. Don't go in if you can't see a way out
on the other side.

5. Do not take your foot even slightly off the accelerator, as this will allow water to
travel up the exhaust pipe. As you go through the water, slip the clutch if you can.
After you come out, dry brakes gently before you need them - the best way is to
lightly apply the brake as you drive along for a few seconds.

6. At the other side, keep moving and continue to rev the engine to clear any water
from the exhaust.
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1. The IAM (Institute of Advanced Motorists) directly influences the driving and riding of more than 100,000 full
members in the UK and Ireland. Established in 1956, the IAM is today best known for the advanced driving test
and the advanced driving course, which is available to car, motorcycle and commercial licence holders. The IAM
has grown to become the UK's largest independent road safety charity, dedicated to raising driving standards,
engaging with the road-using public and influencing road safety policy. The commercial division of the IAM
operates through occupational driver training companies IAM Fleet UK and Drive & Survive.

2. A 2006 report by Brunel University, following an 18 month study, concluded that “advanced driver training
produces safer drivers and lower accident involvement”, with measurable improvements in knowledge, skills and
attitude.

3. In January 2007, the IAM Motoring Trust was established as the Policy and Research Division to undertake
research, promote practical policies, act as an advocate for safer roads, safer drivers and safer vehicles and
encourage responsible motoring through education and training.




